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About ECOS

international environmental NGO

technical expertise

network of members & experts



ECOS mission

• Ensure high quality standards that benefit environment, society 
& business 

• Enhance the environmental voice in standards development at 
national, regional and international level

• Ensure Standards enable the Sustainable Development Goals & 
environmentally-friendly technologies

• Ensure standards do not replace legislation, and those that help 
implement environmental legislation are fit-for-purpose



Standards and Public Policy/Legislation

HOW
• Standards set out technical

specifications to meet regulatory
requirements

POLICY

LAWS

STANDARDS &
CERTIFICATION

• Defines overall objectives

• Define essential requirements
• Indicate WHAT without specifying HOW



Our work programme



Circular economy: Debate and consensus



EN 4555x series: comparing circular 
features across brands



• E-waste contains a high number of 
precious materials most of which are lost 
after single use

• Of the 83 stable/non-radioactive 
elements in the periodic table, more than 
60 are used to produce complex 
electronic products such as smartphones, 
including 16 (of 17) rare earth elements

• E-waste contains substances dangerous 
to human health and the environment, 
including mercury, lead and cadmium

Circular electronics & e-waste challenge
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ECOS is co-funded by the European Commission & EFTA and a range of sources including 
foundations and membership fees 
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