
European Standardization Organizations

Welcome to this 10-10 webinar!

Standardization requests – State of play



© CEN-CENELEC 2021

Your webinar moderator

Els Somers

Project Manager
Governance & Partnerships
esomers@cencenelec.eu

210-10 webinar: “Standardization requests – State of play” 2021-02-10

mailto:esomers@cencenelec.eu


© CEN-CENELEC 2021

Get the most out of the webinar today

 Use the Q&A panel to submit your questions

 Talk about us on Twitter @Standards4EU #1010webinar
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Main items 
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The presentation will be FACTUAL and focus on:

 The legislative framework for SReq
 The new model for SReq of the European Commission from 2018
 The SReq process and who has to do what

10-10 webinar: “Standardization requests – State of play” 2021-02-10
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Acronyms

SReq = Standardization Request

SRAHG = Standardization Request Ad-Hoc Group

CoS = Committee on Standards (art. 22 of Reg 1025/2012)
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The legislative framework for SReq 

from 2013 to 2018
from 2018 to today
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Standardization Requests
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2012 - EU Regulation on European standardisation
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Art. 10 Standardisation requests to European 
standardisation organisations 
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Art. 10 Standardisation requests to European 
standardisation organisations 
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EU Regulation on European standardisation

Before Reg 1025/2012 (1 January 2013)  Mandates

After Reg 1025/2012 (1 January 2013)  Standardization Request, 
which is a Commission implementing Decision

EC Database for all Mandates & SReq:
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/mandates
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2018 - EC COM(2018) 764 on Harmonised standards
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The reasons for the actions taken by the EC
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EC changed its internal decision making processes
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Citation as a Commission Implementing Decision.
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From end of 2018, also the citation in the OJEU of the references 
of harmonised standards has become a Commission 
Implementing Decision.
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The new model for SReq of the European Commission
from 2018
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1- Novelty in how requested standards are 
listed in the SReq

• The SReq contains the list of the requested standards to be 
provided by the ESOs. 

• The list is to be considered exhaustive  CEN/CENELEC cannot 
offer for citation other standards than those listed in Annex 1

• No flexibility for ESOs to adapt the work programme.
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Annex 1 contains the exhaustive list of standards
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1- Novelty in how requested standards are 
listed in the SReq
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Annex 1 contains the exhaustive list of standards
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ESOs can request EC to add standards

• In the recital it is mentioned that ESOs may request EC to 
include additional standards

• The recital and article do not mention what would be the follow 
up of this request
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ESOs can request EC to modify the deadlines

• In the recital it is mentioned that ESOs may request EC to 
extend the deadlines for standards delivery

• The recital and article do not mention what would be the follow 
up of this request
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2- Novelty in the validity of the SReq

• The European Commission sets an expiry date for the SReq. 
• It defines the period during which there is a legal framework for the 

EC to accept standards from the ESOs.
• Once the SReq is expired, there is no legal framework to offer 

standards, eg. Late delivery – beyond expiry date - are not possible) 
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The expiry date can be extended

• In the recital it is mentioned that ESOs may request EC to 
extend the expiry date of the Sreq

• The recital and article do not mention what would be the follow 
up of this request

2410-10 webinar: “Standardization requests – State of play” 2021-02-10



© CEN-CENELEC 2021

How to amend an existing SReq?

To request additional standards, extension of deadlines for standards’ 
delivery and/or extension of the expiry date of the SReq 

CCMC has to contact the relevant EC desk officer

Take into account that a an existing SReq can be amended only via 
a new SReq! It is not a quick exercise.

Why:
Since the SReq has the legal status of a Commission Implementing 
Decision, the EC will launch the full process for the approval of a new 
Commission Implementing Decision, i.e. among others, the EC inter-
service consultation and the approval by the Member States in the 
CoS.
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3- Points of attention on the legal 
requirements for ENs in Annex 
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The SReq process and who has to do what
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SREQ PROCESS I

Commission 
planning (AUWP)

Drafting and 
consultation 

(ESOs, Annex III 
organizations, 

relevant 
stakeholders, 

etc.) 

Commission 
Inter-service 
consultation

Circulation and 
consultation in 
Committee on 

Standards (CoS)

Vote in 
Committee of 

Standards

Adoption by EC 
as a Commission 

Implementing 
Act

Notification to 
ESOs

CCMC as soon as is aware that the EC is 
working on a draft SReq, launch the 
creation of a SRAHG – BT doc for comment

Following SRAHG and relevant TCs 
feedback, exchanges with the EC, eg. to 
update the list of standards or raise 
awareness on some aspects of the SReq 
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SRAHG

https://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/Guidancedoc/Documents/SReqAHG.pdf
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BT doc for information and possible reaction 
(includes SRAHG creation)
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SRAHG composition
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SRAHG objective
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SREQ PROCESS II

Commission 
planning (AUWP)

Drafting and 
consultation 

(ESOs, Annex III 
organizations, 

relevant 
stakeholders, 

etc.) 

Commission 
Inter-service 
consultation

Circulation and 
consultation in 
Committee on 

Standards (CoS)

Vote in 
Committee of 

Standards

Adoption by EC 
as a Commission 

Implementing 
Act

Notification to 
ESOs

At the time the vote is 
launched at CoS, BT 
Members are informed

ONLY IF CoS vote is positive, BT Members are 
requested to decide.
The decision is BASED ON SRAHG recommendation

Following SRAHG and relevant TCs 
feedback, exchanges with the EC, eg. to 
update the list of standards or raise 
awareness on some aspects of the SReq 

CCMC as soon as is aware that the EC is 
working on a draft SReq, launch the 
creation of a SRAHG – BT doc for comment

SRAHG

https://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/Guidancedoc/Documents/SReqAHG.pdf
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SREQ PROCESS III
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Commission 
planning (AUWP)

Drafting and 
consultation 

(ESOs, Annex III 
organizations, 

relevant 
stakeholders, 

etc.) 

Commission 
Inter-service 
consultation

Circulation and 
consultation in 
Committee on 

Standards (CoS)

Vote in 
Committee of 

Standards

Adoption by EC 
as a Commission 

Implementing 
Act

Notification to 
ESOs

At the time the vote is 
launched at CoS, BT 
Members are informed

ONLY IF CoS vote is positive, BT Members are 
requested to decide.
The decision is BASED ON SRAHG recommendation

CCMC sends the letter 
with acceptance/non 
acceptance within 1 
month

Following SRAHG and relevant TCs 
feedback, exchanges with the EC, eg. to 
update the list of standards or raise 
awareness on some aspects of the SReq 

CCMC as soon as is aware that the EC is 
working on a draft SReq, launch the 
creation of a SRAHG – BT doc for comment

SRAHG

https://boss.cen.eu/reference%20material/Guidancedoc/Documents/SReqAHG.pdf
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Important!
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1. The analysis of the draft SReq by the SRAHG must be accurate and 
the recommendation to the Technical Boards must be as clear as 
possible taking into account the following:

I. Finally CEN and/or CENELEC – not the SRAHG, not the BTs –
formally accept/non accept the Commission Implementing Decision

II. The acceptance cannot be conditioned to anything (eg. funding, 
future agreement to change standards/deadlines):

if accepted, CEN and/or CENELEC are committed to deliver 
what is expected in the Sreq
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Important!

3510-10 webinar: “Standardization requests – State of play” 2021-02-10

2. There are some elements that can be negotiated with the European 
Commission in certain moments of the process

Focus on them at the right moment!

3. The concerned TCs to focus on an accurate planning of the 
expected deliverables to meet the deadlines in the SReq

The new (flexible) EN process facilitates the planning and 
monitoring
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Relevant Hyperlinks
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1. Regulation 1025/2012
https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:316:0012:0033:EN:PDF

2. EC COM(2018)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A764%3AFIN

3. EC website on harmonised standards
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/european-standards/harmonised-
standards_en

4. EC mandates database
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/mandates
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Question time
 Use the Q&A panel to submit your questions
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Thank you for your participation!
Next webinar: 

2021-03-10 - 10-10 webinar ‘Inclusive European Standardization: the case of Gender’

https://www.cencenelec.eu/news/events/Pages/EV-2021-02.aspx
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